
What is Europeana? 



 

 

 



“A digital library that is a single, direct and multilingual 

access point to the European cultural heritage.” 

  
European Parliament, 27 September 2007 

 

 



2011 

91 direct providers and aggregators 

more than 1500 individual institutions 

20+m items 

 



 





 



 

 

Users: 
Trusted source 

Ease of use 

Re-use 

In my workflow  

 



Cultural Institutions: 
Visibility 

Services  

Revenue 



 

Politicians: 
Inclusion 

 Education  

Leadership 

Economic growth 



 

Market: 
Straightforward route to content 

Access to the network 

Premium services 

Brand Association 



AGGREGATE 

DISTRIBUTE 

FACILITATE 
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Europeana Strategic Plan 2011-2015 





Metadata related to the digitised objects produced by the 

cultural institutions  

should be widely and freely available for re-use. 

 Key recommendations, p5 
 



Digital Agenda Day API 
Hackathons  

 
Hack4Europe! 
 

• About 85 developers participated 

• With a majority being independent 

developers or representing SMEs 

• Creating 48 prototypes 

• Why: to showcase the social and 

commercial value of open cultural data 

• With 14 winners in the categories and 

local special awards 



Winner of the Commercial Potential Award: 
Art4Europe 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6PEz2d7OLE 

mailto:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6PEz2d7OLE


Winner of the Innovation Award: TimeMash 



   Winner of the Audience Award: TimeBook 











ACCESS IT Plus – Training workshop in Veria (March ’12) 

Session 1: Overview of Europeana  

– Details of cooperation 

Speaker: Marcin Werla (mwerla@man.poznan.pl) 



How to start cooperation with 

Europeana? 
• First source of information: 

– http://pro.europeana.eu/ 

• Six steps (or seven?): 
– 0. Partner Request to Europeana 

– 1. Data Exchange Information 

• Re-routing Information 

– 2. Establish partnership between Europeana and Cultural Heritage 

Organisation 

• Sign Europeana Data Exchange Agreement 

– 3. Cultural Heritage Organisation starts workflow with Operations Team 

• Sign Content Contribution Form 

– 4. Operations Team provides feedback on harvesting and metadata 

mapping 

– 5. Ingestion of provided datasets 

– 6. Ingestion of updated and new datasets 

http://pro.europeana.eu/
http://pro.europeana.eu/


How to start cooperation with 

Europeana? 
• Organizational decision – step 1 

– Should you cooperate directly with Europeana or use some 
metadata aggregator? 

– The second option is preferred because of the scale of cooperation 

– There are different kinds of metadata aggregators 

• National/regional 

– Polish Digital Libraries Federation 

• Thematic 

– http://www.europeanaregia.eu/ 

– http://www.judaica-europeana.eu/ 

• Domain-based 

– http://www.euscreen.eu/ 

– http://www.archivesportaleurope.eu/ 

– The number of projects/initiatives is rising very fast 

• Europeana office decided to be the first contact point 

– http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/provide-data 
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How to start cooperation with 

Europeana? 

• Legal requirements – step 2 
– Data Exchange Agreement 

• http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/data-exchange-agreement 

• Allows Europeana to publish metadata on CC0 license 

– http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/ 

• Thumbnails for use only by Europeana 

• Current version introduced in September 2011 

• Really obligatory since June/July 2012 

• Individual negotiations not taken into account 

– Possible problems 

• Interpretation of the CC0 license in different countries (still 

under discussions) 

• Language of the agreement (minor issue) 

http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/data-exchange-agreement
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How to start cooperation with 

Europeana? 
• Technical requirements – steps 3 to 5 – if you 

cooperate directly with Europeana 
– Data preparation 

• Now: compatibility with Europeana Semantic Elements 

– http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/technical-requirements 

• In future: compatibility with Europeana Data Model 

– http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/edm-documentation 

– Mapping from ESE to EDM may be also done by Europeana 

– Data transfer 

• OAI-PMH or file transfer 

– Data enrichment and further processing  

• Done by Europeana 

– http://europeana.eu/portal/record/09411/C22BBA76F2FE350B
DEBE90D6B41885B13DC6FB7B.html 

– http://europeana.eu/portal/record/08901/FCA4779974953AE9
9EA26D4D405B0612EA30FA13.html 

http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/technical-requirements
http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/technical-requirements
http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/technical-requirements
http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/edm-documentation
http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/edm-documentation
http://pro.europeana.eu/web/guest/edm-documentation
http://europeana.eu/portal/record/09411/C22BBA76F2FE350BDEBE90D6B41885B13DC6FB7B.html
http://europeana.eu/portal/record/09411/C22BBA76F2FE350BDEBE90D6B41885B13DC6FB7B.html
http://europeana.eu/portal/record/09411/C22BBA76F2FE350BDEBE90D6B41885B13DC6FB7B.html
http://europeana.eu/portal/record/08901/FCA4779974953AE99EA26D4D405B0612EA30FA13.html
http://europeana.eu/portal/record/08901/FCA4779974953AE99EA26D4D405B0612EA30FA13.html


How to start cooperation with 

Europeana? 

• Technical requirements – step 6 – if you 

cooperate directly with Europeana 
– Updated datasets are at the moment uploaded/harvested and 

processed from scratch 

– This may be problematic in case of large collections 

– OAI-PMH protocol gives the possibility of incremental harvesting 

• But this is not utilized at the moment by Europeana 

– The period of update is not constant – it is based on individual 

arrangements with Europeana ingestion team 



End of session 1: 

Overview of Europeana 


